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and useful departure in the field of early church history. Monographs upon persons 
and periods, upon parties and provinces and peoples, we have had. The series begun 
by Schultze purposes to describe in detail early Christian cities and districts. 
Schultze's book takes up the history of the first city to be founded as a strictly Chris- 
tian municipality, Constantinople, from its foundation in 324 to 450 a.d. The reason 
for this limitation, which excludes among other things the present St. Sophia's, is 
that in Schultze's estimation at about this point the city loses the antique Greek 
character and becomes mediaeval Byzantine. In the case of Constantinople the 
wealth of material makes such restriction doubly wise. Schultze takes x+292 pages 
to tell us, first, in eight chapters, the political history of Constantinople from its 
embryonic stage as Byzantium to the death of Theodosius II in 430, and then, in eight 
further chapters, he sketches the rich and variegated life, work, and play of the great 
metropolis. Of especial interest are the chapters on the social strata, on education, 
on art, and on popular or folk piety. In the scientific thoroughness with which it is 
done this book, with its companion volumes, should furnish another good, broad base 
for general church history to stand upon. This does not detract from the readable- 
ness of at least the present volume. Schultze is the possessor of a good literary 
style and handles his subject in masterly fashion, so that the reader's interest does 
not flag from beginning to end. If any adverse criticism need be made, it might be 
that of a slight overindulgence in Herodotean breadth of detail. But aside from 
Schultze's personality, the pioneer nature of the book and the great fertility of the 
subject are sufficient to account for this. There are topics to come in this series, and 
those not unimportant ones, on which the writer will do well to fill his hundred pages. 
But, be they long or short, it is to be hoped that the successors of this volume will not 
tarry too long and that they may measure up to the standard of this their first-born 
brother. M. S. 

S. Ephraem Syri Opera. Textum syriacum yaecum latinum ad fidem codicum 
recensuit. . . . Sylvius Joseph Mercati. Tom. I, Fasc. I. (Monumenta 
Biblica et Ecclesiastica 1). Rome: Bretschneider, 1915. xvi+ 231 pages. 
L. 12.00. 

Italy seems just now to be the land of colossal undertakings by remarkable 
individuals. Though not as pretentious as the astounding labors of the Prince of 
Teano, tKe work inaugurated by Mercati in the present volume, as announced with 
lapidary brevity on the title-page and outlined in some detail in the proem, is aptly 
designated by the title of the series of which it forms the first number: Monu- 
menta. To begin with, Mercati is publishing, with voluminous introductions, textual 
apparatus, and notes, those homilies of Ephrem Syrus in Greek translation, which 
have not received a place in the collections of that father's works, but are found 
scattered about in Greek liturgical literature. Next, still keeping the Greek transla- 
tion in the foreground, adding its Latin companion or its Syriac original only where 
special circumstances make it advisable, the publication of the manuscript corpuses 
or collections of Ephrem's works is to be undertaken. A third stage, bringing out 
the Syriac texts not yet published in the editions of Assemani, Overbeck, Lamy, etc., 
is to lead to the grand consummation : a new edition of the works of Ephrem in Syriac — 
"a consummation devoutly to be wished for." 

Meanwhile the pace set and the space consumed in this first instalment promise 
an ouwage de longue haleine. Nearly 250 royal 8vo pages, just 248 to be precise 
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have been used to present the Greek text with apparatus and notes of three homilies: 
one on Abraham and Isaac, the second an encomium on Basil the Great, the third on 
Elijah. Eight further similar homilies are announced to be followed in a separate 
volume by the homily In Antichristum with its congeners — all this before the collec- 
tions in Greek are begun. It is no puny undertaking for which the Pontifical Biblical 
Institute is furnishing the means. One of the reasons why so much space is consumed 
is that Mercati prints his text in lines or verses of seven syllables or thereabouts; for 
he is a pupil and adherent of Norden's celebrated adversary, Wilhelm Meyer, of 
Gottingen, the discoverer of the Semitic origin of Greek and Latin rythmic (as opposed 
to quantitative) verse. This "discovery" is still subjudice (cf. Norden's Kunstprosa, 
pp. 8ioff., and NachtrSge, p. n). Rarely does a scholar have the opportunity to 
present a disputed case so sumptuously and so unrestrictedly as does Mercati for 
Wilhelm Meyer. As the evidence is not yet all in, we reserve our judgment on the 
total case. Mercati's offering in this instalment is smooth to faultlessness, con- 
jectural readings metri causa being much less frequent than might be expected, in 
fact, conspicuous by their absence from so many pages. The externals of bookmaking 
used are excellent to a degree. M. S. 

Lateinische altchristliche Inschriften mil einem Anhang judischer Inschriften. 

Ausgewahlt und erklart von Dr. Ernst Diehl. 2. Auflage. Bonn: 

Marcus und Weber, 1013. 86 pages. M. 2 . 20. 

This little volume of eighty-six small octavo pages constitutes Nos. 26-28 of the 
"Kleine Texte fur Vorlesungen und tjbungen," edited by Hans Lietzmann, a series 
whose usefulness to students of theology and philology seems not to be as widely 
known in America as it deserves to be. As the title-page shows, it shares with many 
of its companion volumes the honor of having received a second edition. Most of 
the changes of this wholly revised edition are distinct improvements. Among the 
125 inscriptions which have been added are rather important ones; e.g., the list of 
bishops, No. 80; the poetic numbers, 321-50; the pagan-Jewish, 351; the Jewish- 
Christian, 352; and the Jewish, 353. The new indexes add greatly to the usableness 
of the little vade mecunt. The index of proper names might be made a little more 
complete. The compact review of linguistic peculiarities, pp. 67-74, and the general 
information gathered on pp. 74-79, will prove most valuable and agreeable to the 
student. Less agreeable to the beginner, but more valuable to him in the end, is the 
list of abbreviations now gathered in alphabetical order on pp. 79-82, a change which 
is accompanied by a great reduction in the number of resolutions printed out in full 
in the text of the first edition. The new page looks in consequence somewhat more 
crowded, no great detriment as compared with the gain. This pamphlet constitutes 
an invaluable aid at very small expense to students of early church history or of late 
Latin. M. S. 

Clayton, J. H. Studies in the Roman Controversy. Milwaukee: The Young 

Churchman Co., 1914. $1.00. 
McKim, Randolph H. Romanism in the Light of History. New York: 

Putnam, 1914. $1.25. 

Mr. Clayton's work is a conventional handbook of polemics, with the divisions, 
"The Papal Claims," "England and Rome" (two chapters), and "Anglican Orders," 



